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were receptive to advice on
how to care for them proper-
ly.

The people who heard about
it on Cool-96 and went home
to bring their animals, or stop
by and ask if we could pick
them up.

We all knew that we would
never reach every animal in
need in only five days, but
every single animal that came
in received the utmost in
compassion, concern and
caring treatment. Every sin-
gle animal woke up from
anesthesia to a caring voice
and loving, attentive hands.
They were cradled and
warmed and given whatever
they needed to recover in the
best possible manner. Every
time I walked in I was
astounded anew by the tire-
less techs and volunteers sit-
ting on the floor in the recov-
ery area with a puppy or kit-
ten or cat in their arms, or
practically lying on the floor
to comfort a large dog. Every
single animal had the very
best of care from admitting to
discharge.

We should be very proud,
that we use the best drugs
and pain meds and antibi-
otics; we were able to pro-
vide first class care to each
and every animal entrusted to
us. We cannot save them all;
but we made a giant step this
past week in saving many
more and ensuring a better
quality of life for the animals
we cared for.

Many tears were shed last
week by almost all of us
whether publicly or privately.
It was exhausting, heartrend-
ing work for twelve to sixteen
hours every day. Every single
person wanted the best pos-
sible outcome for every single
animal. We did it! And can
do it again and again until
we've covered this island!
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Animal Legislation...
Become An Advocate for Animals
Make your voice heard. Contact your representatives today.
Go to www.colorado.gov for a listing of state and federal representatives.

Across the nation, state
lawmakers passed 65
animal-friendly measures
during the 2006 legisla-
tive sessions, and 11
bills that would have
harmed animals were
defeated.

These laws include
stiffer penalties or ban-
ning of dog and cock
fighting, felony level
penalties for animal
abuse, prohibition of
leghold traps, and
requirement of animals
in shelters to be spayed
and neutered. California
passed the first state
law setting a specific
limit on the amount of
time dogs can be teth-
ered and enacted crimi-
nal penalties for leaving
an animal in a car during
extreme weather condi-
tions. Yea California.
Nine states passed laws
requiring disaster pre-
paredness for pets.

Colorado enacted
improved bonding laws
which will help shelters
petition for the costs of
caring for animals seized
in cruelty or fighting
cases.

Colorado State
Legislation Pending

CO HB-1235
Animal Cruelty
Status: Pending
Prohibits bestiality;
allows courts to issue
pet protection orders.

HB-1052:
Animal Cruelty
Treatment Task Force
Creates the Colorado
Animal Cruelty Offender
Treatment Task Force to
study treatment options
and effectiveness for
animal cruelty offenders.
Sponsored by Alice
Borodkin State Rep.,
House District 9

HB-1296
Animal Owner
Choice of Care
Status: Defeated
Allows animal owners
the right to choose
holistic health care
without the supervision
of a veterinarian.
For more information go
to www.caaor.org

Federal
Legislation Pending

Bill Number:
H.R. 503 & S. 311
American Horse
Slaughter Prevention
Act
Status: Pending
To prohibit the slaughter
of horses for human
consumption and the
trade and transport of
horseflesh and live hors-
es intended for human
consumption.

Bill Number:
H.R. 137 & S. 261
Animal Fighting
Prohibition
Enforcement Act
Status: Pending
To upgrade current
penalties by authorizing
felony-level jail time (up
to three years) for viola-
tions of the federal ani-
mal fighting law, and to
prohibit interstate and
foreign commerce of
cockfighting weapons.

Bill Number: S. 364 &
H.R. 661
Downed Animal & Food
Safety Protection Act
HSUS Position: Support
Status: Pending
To end the use of non-
ambulatory livestock—
animals too sick or
injured to stand or walk
on their own—in human
food and require that
these "downed" animals
be humanely euthanized
when presented at
slaughter facilities.

Bill Number:
S. 714 & H.R. 1280
Pet Safety and
Protection Act
Status: Pending
To amend the Animal
Welfare Act to ensure
that all dogs and cats
used by research facili-
ties are obtained legally.

For more information
on these and other
bills, please visit:

http://www.hsus.org/

On February 21, the Humane Society Legislative Fund hosted a meeting with Congressman
Ed Perlmutter, the newly elected representative from Colorado’s 7th congressional district.
Participants in the HSLF Town Hall meeting heard an overview of animal issues being consid-
ered at the federal level. Rep. Perlmutter listened to comments and opinions and took ques-
tions from the audience about his views on animal protection legislation. During this meeting
HSLF mentioned that bills were being drafted which would require puppy mills to have yearly
state inspections and would limit the number of dogs that a mill could have on its property.
Stay tuned. Visit www.fund.org.

http://www.caaor.org
http://www.hsus.org/
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BASIC RIGHTS TAKEN AWAY FROM ANIMAL OWNERS
This article does not necessarily represent the views of Retriever Rescue of Colorado

By Deborah Gotto

Unfortunately HB07-1296 did not pass, by just one vote. This now makes it a felony for any holistic health
care provider to work on animals without a veterinarians prescription or a vet being in attendance during
the session. The health modalities include aromatherapy, massage, acupuncture, Healing Touch for
Animals®, Reiki, homeopathy, and a host of others.

This isn’t a final defeat however, and there is still work to be done. You can contact your Colorado repre-
sentatives to let them know how disappointed you are and that this bill did not pass. Talk or write to your
vets and let them know you want these options available to you. A compromise bill is being drafted that
will be submitted in 2008 that will allow holistic health care practitioners to practice without fear of a 3-
year jail sentence.

We have the right to choose holistic health care for ourself, our children, and our family. We should be able
to make the same choice for our animals. Most of us are responsible animals owners. When something is
wrong with our pets, we first and foremost take them to a veterinarian. However there are a host of holistic
alternatives that can be used as preventative measures or help in cases of chronic illness, trauma, and
pain.

Four years ago my 8 year old black lab was diagnosed with an infiltrative lipoma. While this is not cancer-
ous, it can cause death due to a blood clot traveling to the brain or heart. It is also a very fast growing
lipoma and can cause the animal discomfort. Indy’s lipoma was on his right hind leg. It caused a protru-
sion both on the inside and outside of the leg. The only alternative my vet gave me was amputation. Indy
had a knee replaced on the left leg a little over a year before and the vet did have some concerns that the
leg would not be able to hold up under the strain. Not wanting to risk amputation, I consulted another vet
and was told the lipoma could be reduced by surgically removing portions of it. However, because it could
not be totally removed without damage to the leg muscles and tendons, and because it was such a fast
growing lipoma, the surgery would have to be done every 3-4 months at a cost of $800 per surgery.
Knowing that I could have either the amputation or surgery done at a later time, I chose to try some alter-
native measures first. Working with sound therapy, essential oils and Healing Touch for Animals®, I was
able to extend Indy’s life for 3 1/2 years, free from pain and without the loss of his leg. He died at the end
of September, 2006 from a nasal tumor. When the tumor burst through a blood vessel in his nose we
rushed him to the emergency vet. She was able to stop the bleeding but told us that the rupture could
happen again at any time and that he would probably bleed to death. We knew we had to make a deci-
sion. I continued daily treatments on Indy but several weeks later something told me that it was time. I
called a vet to schedule an in-home euthanasia. Before the vet came, I did a Chakra Spread which is a
Healing Touch technique used to help with the dying process. On the day he died, Indy was relaxed,
comfortable and in his own home. He died peacefully in my arms surrounded by the people who loved
him the most.

I have similar stories with both of our horses who will turn 22 this spring. One has a degenerative bone
disease and one has Cushings. We are managing to keep them pain free and living happy lives by using
holistic measures.

Please visit www.caaor.org - Colorado Alliance for Animals Owners Rights to keep updated on this impor-
tant issue.

ANIMAL LEGISLATION continued

http://www.caaor.org
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Doggie Showcase...
This spot will be dedicated to people or companies who want to advertise a service or
product. Advertising rates and sizes include business card size $15.00; 1/4 page
$20.00; 1/2 page $30.00, full page $45.00. All fees will go directly to helping rescue
RROC dogs. Your patronage of our advertisers is greatly appreciated.

Bold, unique and distinctive — this beautiful jewelry is made by
our own Deborah Davis, PI/HV Coordinator.

Perfect for those who enjoy making a statement.

For all your
painting and
handyman

needs. Offering
high quality and
fast service, at a
reasonable cost.
Call today for a

free quote.

D G Designs is a full-service
graphic design and brand
implementation studio with
a emphasis on creativity,
quality and service. Our dis-
tinctive design solutions are
expressed in all types of
media including print proj-
ects, promotional products,
multi-media presentations,
ad design, and corporate ID
packages.

http://www.wireartjewelry.net
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Want to promote your
product or service?

We have a space waiting just for you.
Please submit your ad for the Spring Issue by March 1st.

Need help creating your ad?
Contact Deborah at 303-431-7653 or dgdesgns@qwest.net.

Basic Advertising Specifications and Costs:

Business Card - $15.00
3.5H x 2V

1/4 page - $20.00
3.875H x 4.875V

1/2 page - $30.00
8H x 4.875V

Full page - $45.00
8H x 9.875V

You’ve adopted an animal, given him sanctuary, and have made a
life-long commitment to him. Now you want to give him the best
possible care. Of course, regular veterinary visits are an important
part of that care. However, holistic healthcare products and serv-
ices are also available that aim to make your pet as healthy as he
can be. These products work with the immune system — not just
targeting health, but building resistance to disease. Drugs, poor
nutrition, vaccinations and flea and tick treatments constantly
weaken the immune system. The holistic approach treats the
whole body and stimulates the animal’s natural ability to heal him-
self. Visit my website or call to learn how you can help support the
health and well-being of your animal companions.

Assisting with: Immune system, injury and illness, behavioral
issues, stress, physical and emotional trauma, surgery recovery,
bonding, competition events, palliative care and euthanasia.

HELPING YOU HELP YOUR ANIMALS!

Deborah Gotto
303-431-7653

dgdesigns@qwest.net
http://web.mac.com/dgdesigns

Healing Touch for Animals® Practitioner
Healing Touch / Reiki

Essential Oils / Sound Therapy / Nutritional Products

http://web.mac.com/dgdesigns

